[bookmark: _Hlk174727674]Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
21st pre-sessional working group (1 to 5 September 2025)
The inaccessibility and lack of essential facilities and equipment for Palestinian children disabled in the war

Presented by: Association of people with disabilities

[bookmark: _Hlk174727762]
Introduction
Disability is part of being human and is integral to the human experience. It results from the interaction between health conditions such as dementia, blindness or spinal cord injury, and a range of environmental and personal factors. Persons with disabilities are a diverse group, and factors such as sex, age, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, race, ethnicity and their economic situation affect their experiences in life and their health needs (World Health Organization, 2023).
Disability can occur at three levels including an impairment in body function or structure; a limitation in activity (such as the inability to read or move around), and a restriction in participation (such as exclusion from school or work). As such, people with disabilities include those who are traditionally understood as disabled (for example wheelchair users, people who are blind or deaf or people with intellectual impairments), and people who experience difficulties in functioning due to a wide range of health conditions such as chronic diseases, severe mental disorders, multiple sclerosis and old age (World Health Organization, 2012: 3).
Disability is an outcome of an interaction between health conditions (such as cerebral palsy, depression or lung disease), and environmental factors (such as inaccessible transportation, limited social support or air pollution) (World Health Organization Europe, 2019: 1). 
An estimated 1.3 billion people (or 16% of global population worldwide) experience a significant disability today (World Health Organization, 2025). They faced health inequities due to avoidable, unfair and unjust factors. Progress requires strengthening health systems that integrate targeted actions to increase equity (World Health Organization, 2024b: 3).
According to the Article 1 of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others (United Nations, 2006: 4). This Convention which has been ratified by Israel in 2012, obligates states parties to take “all necessary measures,” in accordance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law, to ensure the protection and safety of people with disabilities in situations of armed conflict (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 4-5). Palestinian territory occupied since 1967 encompassing the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip (The “occupied Palestinian Territory”) constituting, from legal standpoint, a single territorial unit (International Court of Justice, 2024: 2).

persons with disabilities in situations of conflict and forced displacement face barriers accessing services, with more than 30% lacking economic resources to pay for essential services, lacking accessible transport to the services or lacking physical access to services (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2024: 342).
Both international humanitarian law and international human rights law provide for the protection of people with disabilities, including children, during armed conflict. International humanitarian law obligates warring parties to provide effective advance warning of attacks unless circumstances do not permit. Meeting this obligation generally requires that the intended recipient receives the warning and is able to act on it – such critical, life-saving information needs to be accessible to people with disabilities. International humanitarian law also recognizes the need to proactively identify people with disabilities in the distribution of humanitarian aid when humanitarian agencies assist warring parties to meet their obligations (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 4).
The population of the State of Palestine (Occupied Palestinian Territory) was estimated at 5,290,925 in 2021, with balanced gender parity. About 60% of the total population lives in the West Bank, including approximately 300,000 people living in East Jerusalem, with 40% of the population in the Gaza Strip. The State of Palestine has a high proportion of young people with almost half of the Palestinian population being children. The number of children (under 18 years) was 2.35 million in the State of Palestine in 2022, with 1.2 million boys and 1.15 million girls. As such children in the State of Palestine represent 43.9% of the total population (41.7% in the West Bank, and 47.3% in the Gaza Strip) (UNICEF, 2023: 5). 
Between 7 October 2023 and April 2025, 51,798 Palestinians have been killed, from them, 50,846 in Gaza and 952 in West Bank. In the same period, 122,429 have been injured, from them, 115,729 in Gaza and 6,700 in West Bank (United Nations Population Fund, 2025: 1). Before the conflict, it was estimated that a total of 25,000 orphans lived in Gaza. Since the conflict, many more thousands of children have become orphans, with few services available to them (World Bank, EU and UN, 2025: 19). A million children are among the 1.9 million Palestinians who have been displaced from their homes and communities since October 7, and at least 19,000 children became orphans or otherwise ended up without a caregiver (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 2).
Also, the number of martyred children from October 7th, 2023 until January 12th, 2025 in occupied Palestinian Territory have been 18,015 children have been martyred in Palestine, from them, 17,841 children belong to Gaza Strip, and remaining 174 children from West Bank (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2024: 28). It representing an average of 32 children killed every day, and many more are injured (UNICEF, 2025a: 1). An estimated 70% of fatalities in Gaza are among women and children (World Health Organization, 2024a: 4). All these crimes has caused that from 7 October 2023 to 31 January 2025, 1,554,700 children are in need of humanitarian assistance (UNICEF, 2025b: 1).
Since 7 October 2023, older persons with disabilities, women with disabilities and children with disabilities in Gaza have lost access to appropriate sanitation facilities, safe and accessible shelter and, crucially, food and water to survive (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 2024b). Since then, large-scale fatalities and casualties have occurred in the Gaza Strip with continued airstrikes and siege preventing entry of essential supplies at scale including water, food, fuel, non-food items (NFIs), essential medical and trauma supplies, and essential medicines (World Health Organization, 2024a: 4).  
The Israel’s policy and practice is contrary to the international laws. For instance, according to the Article 49 of Fourth Geneva Convention "Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless of their motive" (United Nations, 1949: 185). 
On the other hand, the West Bank, including east Jerusalem, has also seen escalations of Israeli settler and military violence, including use of live ammunition and airstrikes, as well as complete obstruction at checkpoints between Palestinian towns and closure of several communities, preventing entry or exit for patients, health personnel and ambulances. As of 28 March 2024, 399 Palestinians have been killed, including 102 children (25.5%), and 4545 Palestinians have been injured, including 702 children, in conflict-related incidents across the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and Israel. In addition, there has been forced displacement of nearly 4000 Palestinians from their homes in the West Bank since 7 October 2023 (World Health Organization, 2024a: 4). 
As a whole, among the conflict zones, the Gaza Strip is experiencing a more dire situation. The humanitarian situation remains catastrophic in the Gaza Strip, with more than 80.5% of the territory under active or previously issued displacement orders. Children have lost access to quality healthcare, education, water, and other vital services while continuously being exposed to traumatic events with almost no specialized referral services available. Aside from death, many children are suffering injuries that can cause multiple disabilities, making them even more vulnerable. Medical evacuations of critical patients with serious medical conditions or those requiring specialized care for conflict-related injuries are still occurring, but have decreased by 94% since the closure of the Rafah crossing in May 2024 (UNICEF, 2025a: 2). 
The expansion of the occupying power's crimes has led to a reduction in the access of Palestinian children disabled in the war to the facilities and equipment they need, and will make their conditions more critical. Accordingly, the following will first attempt to portray the situation of Palestinian children with disabilities, a large part of whom have become disabled as a result of Israeli crimes. Then, the challenges in these children's access to the facilities and equipment they need, will be briefly examined.
[bookmark: _Hlk175353994]The facts and figures about children with disabilities in occupied Palestinian territory
The Article 23.1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) ratified in 1989 emphasizes that “States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child's active participation in the community” (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 1989: 7). Also, according to the Article 7.1 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, “States Parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure the full enjoyment by children with disabilities of all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children” (United Nations, 2006: 7). 
Despite these international commitments, Israel continues to commit crimes against the Palestinian people, especially children. This in turn has resulted in the disability of a large number of Palestinian children, and this trend of crimes is increasing day by day. Before 7 October 2023, 98,000 children in Gaza between the ages of 2 and 17 had a disability and were now encountering enormous difficulties to survive (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 1). Based on the other data, in 2024, estimated number of persons with disabilities in occupied Palestinian Territory have been 148,222 persons with the proportion of 41% female and 59% males (United Nations World Food Programme, 2025: 5).
The World Health Organization also estimates that more than 22,500 people of those injured as of July 23, 2024 in occupied Palestinian Territory, have sustained “life-changing injuries,” requiring rehabilitation services “now and for years to come” (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 2). Also, conservative estimates by World Health Organization (WHO) suggest 20% of the Palestinian population has permanent disabilities (with rates of disability since October 2023 doubling from 1.9% to 3–5%). This analysis estimates 25% of the total number of injuries have serious life-changing injuries requiring continuous rehabilitation. In other words, tens of thousands of injured Palestinians, including many children, are newly disabled and will need long-term rehabilitation due to critical injuries such as amputations, head trauma, and burns (World Bank, EU and UN, 2025: 9 & 18).	On the other hand, child disability rates in occupied Palestinian Territory (oPT) are estimated to be considerable, specifically due to the scale and scope of the violence and infrastructure damage, coupled with extremely limited trauma care capacities. Among critical patients in need of medical evacuation, only 39% of requests have been approved, with an estimated 14,000 patients still requiring evacuation outside Gaza. Since May 2024, only 229 patients and 316 companions have been exceptionally evacuated following the closure of the Rafah crossing (World Bank, EU and UN, 2025: 19). The Gaza Strip is reported to have a higher prevalence of disability with 2.6% of the population recorded with a disability compared to 1.8% in the West Bank. About 20% of individuals with disabilities are children under the age of 18, suggesting that disability is a phenomenon that is more likely to occur to adults and the elderly (UNICEF, 2023: 6).
Also, out of 79,562 injured due to Israeli attacks, at least 5,000 people injured were persons with disabilities and that more than 1,000 children have acquired impairment as their limbs have been removed. This figures, however, could be higher as challenges to obtain reliable data and information about persons with disabilities persists. Meanwhile, women and children with disabilities are among the 70% of civilians killed and 75% of those reportedly injured (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 2024b).
The limited data presented above are just a small part of the facts and figures of Israeli crimes against disabled Palestinian children, a large portion of whom have been disabled as a result of attacks by this occupying power.
Challenges facing Palestinian children disabled in war and their families in accessing and providing necessary facilities and equipment
Israel has an obligation under the CRPD to take “all necessary measures” to ensure the safety and protection of people with disabilities during armed conflict. This would entail, among other things, ensuring people with disabilities have access to the means necessary for their survival, including food, water, medication, health care, and assistive devices, all of which have mostly been absent in Gaza due to the blockade (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 61).
	Despite these commitments, this occupying power not only does not guarantee the safety and protection of Palestinian children, especially children disabled as a result of the brutal invasion of Gaza and the West Bank, but also increases the number of Palestinian children with disabilities by expanding the scope of the war, especially after the ceasefire breakdown. The following is a brief summary of some of the most important challenges faced by Palestinian children disabled as a result of the war in accessing and providing the facilities they need.
1. Destruction of rehabilitation organizations for people with disabilities
According to the Article 22.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, states Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote the physical, cognitive and psychological recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration of persons with disabilities who become victims of any form of exploitation, violence or abuse, including through the provision of protection services. Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in an environment that fosters the health, welfare, self-respect, dignity and autonomy of the person and takes into account gender- and age-specific needs (United Nations, 2006: 12).
In March 2025, Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) reported that several rehabilitation-focused organizations providing critical support for people with disabilities (PwD) have been directly attacked, with at least five major organizations specializing in disability services sustaining irreversible damage. This has affected the provision of physical therapy, assistive devices, and psychological support services, leaving thousands of people, particularly PwD, without essential care (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2025).
	Also, almost all the damage to assets in the social protection sector consists of destroyed or partially destroyed infrastructure in Gaza. This includes government offices, disability rehabilitation centers, elderly care centers, women service centers, child protection centers, safe houses, and social services, including human resourcing. Overall, in Gaza, 38 out of the 41 social protection's structures were damaged or destroyed, with damage totaling US$32.6 million. In addition, the total recovery and reconstruction needs for the social protection sector are estimated to reach US$4.18 billion (World Bank, EU and UN, 2025: 30).  
2. Lack or loss of assistive devices
According to the survey conducted by Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) in March 2025 about the needs and priorities of conflict-affected people in Gaza, 83% of the respondents with disabilities stated that one of their assistive devices was lost during displacement or movement, such as hearing aids, prosthetics, or glasses, wheelchairs, crutches, and they cannot find new devices (Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children, 2025: 7).
World Health Organization (WHO) also reported that the number of people with injuries requiring assistive products far exceeds the amount of equipment provided and in the pipeline. Meanwhile, the stocks of essential assistive products such as wheelchairs and crutches are exhausted. Many people with disability who have been displaced will also require new or replacement products (World Health Organization Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, 2024: 10).
3. Lack of adequate temporary housing and financial support
According to the Article 28.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of living for themselves and their families, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions, and shall take appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realization of this right without discrimination on the basis of disability (United Nations, 2006: 20).
Based on the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, most shelters for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Gaza strip are not adequately equipped for people with disabilities needs. Shelters lack the required medical mattresses and beds, causing ulcers and other medical issues that cannot be treated in unsterilized conditions. Similarly, the food distributed does not meet the needs of those with swallowing difficulties (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2023). 
	The overcrowded shelters which are routinely subject to indiscriminate attacks, are particularly unsafe and inaccessible to displaced Palestinians with disabilities. They lack adequate hygiene and sanitary facilities, drinking water, food, and other objects essential for their life. Physical, informational, and communicational barriers make it next to impossible for persons with disabilities to access the extremely scarce humanitarian assistance available, with women and girls with disabilities facing compounded challenges that further isolate them, the experts warned (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 2024a).
	In other hand, persons with disabilities in occupied Palestinian Territory face greater hardship throughout their life course but receive government cash assistance at rates similar to the general population. In that sense, there is a large coverage deficit of persons with disabilities living in deep poverty with insufficient access to government cash support to cover the additional costs related to their disabilities (UNICEF, 2023: 23).
4. Lack of adequate health facilities
Persons with disabilities often experience health inequities due to avoidable, unjust and unfair conditions. They die younger, have poorer health and increased disease risk, and more limitations in their everyday functioning (World Health Organization, 2024b: 72). One of the most important contributing factors to these inequities is conflicts and wars (World Health Organization, 2024b: 72).
	According to the Article 23.2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) ratified 1989 “States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and shall encourage and ensure the extension, subject to available resources, to the eligible child and those responsible for his or her care, of assistance for which application is made and which is appropriate to the child's condition and to the circumstances of the parents or others caring for the child” (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 1989: 7).
Since 7 October 2023 to January 2025, the provision of essential health services has crumbled in Gaza and West Bank, with 64% of primary health centers non-functional and significantly restricted access to medicines, ambulances, basic lifesaving treatments, electricity, and water. Due to overcrowding and poor sanitary conditions at shelters and makeshift camps, 1.8 million cases of syndromic disease were reported (World Bank, EU and UN, 2025: 9).
 The hospitals in Gaza Strip have been operating far beyond capacity due to rising numbers of patients as well as displaced civilians seeking shelter. The provision of essential health services (from maternal and newborn care to treatment for chronic conditions) has been severely compromised (World Health Organization Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, 2025).
Based on the WHO report, since 7 October 2023 to July 2024, the huge surge in rehabilitation needs occurs in parallel with the destruction and disruption of essential rehabilitation services that people with disabilities require. Acute rehabilitation services are severely disrupted along with all other hospital services. Also, all three dedicated inpatient rehabilitation services have been damaged or destroyed. Remaining primary health care and community level services are frequently paused or rendered inaccessible due to fighting. Much of the rehabilitation workforce is also displaced (World Health Organization Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, 2024: 10).
5. Lack of necessary educational facilities
According to the Article 24.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education. With a view to realizing this right without discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity, States Parties shall ensure an inclusive education system at all levels and lifelong learning … (United Nations, 2006: 16).
Globally, less than 5% of children and young persons with disabilities have access to education and training; and girls and young women face significant barriers to participating in social life and development. Also, the global literacy rate for adults with disabilities is as low as 3%, and 1% for women and men with disabilities (United Nations, 2024: 1). Also, the primary completion rate of education for girls with disabilities is 65% - higher than the primary completion rate of education for boys with disabilities (60%), but lower than the rate of 69% for both boys and girls without disabilities (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2024: 160).
The Palestinian schools are not sufficiently adapted to be inclusive for children with disabilities. Only 15% of children aged 5-17 with any functional difficulties attend school. The attendance rate of boys with disability is 6% higher than for girls with a disability. School attendance rates of children with functional difficulties are higher in the primary cycle that it is in secondary (UNICEF, 2023: 16).
In addition, in West Bank, frequent violence against students and schools have led to reduced attendance. Marginalized groups, including girls and children with disabilities, faced heightened exclusion due to unsafe commutes, lack of infrastructure, and inadequate support systems (UNICEF, 2025a: 9).
Policy recommendations
1. Despite Israel is a party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Fourth Geneva Convention, commits many crimes against Palestinian children disabled in the war and is increasingly increasing the number of disabled children. Accordingly, it is suggested that international institutions, especially the United Nations and the International Criminal Court (ICC), while investigating these crimes, activate accountability mechanisms, including sanctions, against this occupying power. Also, under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, the Security Council could enforce measures ensuring Israel complies with international law.
2. It is recommended to UN Member States to enforce arms embargoes on Israel to prevent further crimes against Palestinian children with disabilities. Also, Member states could also increase funding for disability-inclusive aid to provide medical supplies, prosthetics, and trauma care reach Gaza.  
3. The presented evidence reveals that Palestinian children with disabilities suffer greatly from the lack of and inadequate access to facilities, equipment, and assistive devices as a result of the war. Accordingly, it is suggested to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and World Health Organization (WHO) to urgently establish specialized rehabilitation programs for the Palestinian children desaibled in the war, according to the Article 26 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). This specialized rehabilitation programs may include rehabilitation clinics, and distributing assistive devices. 
4. Countries supporting Israel in its war against the Palestinians, especially the United States, UK, Germany, France, and Canada, are recommended at least based on their human rights claims, to refrain from continuing to participate in this genocide and crimes against the Palestinian people, especially Palestinian children disabled in the war, and instead use their tools and influence to end this genocide and force Israel to adhere to international law.
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