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[bookmark: _j52e14thufbp]During the full-scale invasion of the Russian Federation into Ukraine, the number of people with disabilities increased significantly due to participation in hostilities or shelling of Ukrainian territory.
About 70% of the territory of Zaporizhzhya region has been under occupation since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, de-occupation has not taken place, the situation has not changed. Accordingly, many people from the occupied territories of Zaporizhzhia, Donetsk, Luhansk, and Kherson regions moved to the city of Zaporizhzhia and the territory of the Zaporizhzhia region controlled by the Government of Ukraine. Thus, as of July 1, 2024, 224,725 internally displaced persons were registered in Zaporizhzhia region, of which 109,118 thousand internally displaced persons were registered in the city of Zaporizhia (including IDPs who arrived on the territory of Zaporizhzhia region and the city of Zaporizhia in 2014-2016 ). Persons with disabilities - 10,994.
At the same time, there are only 4 geriatric facilities for people with disabilities and single elderly people in the city of Zaporizhzhia and in the Zaporizhzhia region (territory under the control of the Government of Ukraine). All these institutions are overcrowded, there is a critical shortage of places to accommodate such persons and provision of social services for the care of such persons.
Centers for the provision of social services subordinated to the Department of Social Protection of the Population of Zaporizhzhya City Council provide social services, including day care and care at home, but taking into account the state of war in Ukraine (many social workers were forced to move to other regions of Ukraine or abroad) and low the level of remuneration of social workers and specialists, as well as the specifics of social work, - there are not enough professional workers, there is a "personnel famine".
In addition, local budgets provide very little funding for the provision of social services to persons with disabilities. So, a large part of the work to improve the living standards of people with disabilities is carried out by non-governmental organizations, but firstly, in the presence of funded projects, and secondly, it is a temporary work that, after the end of the project and, accordingly, funding, stops.
There is a lack of institutions for the rehabilitation of persons who received disabilities in connection with participation in hostilities or shelling of the territory of Ukraine. There is no adequate funding from the state, and from the non-governmental organizations, this is again, unfortunately, only project activity.
There are major problems with inclusivity (ramps, specially equipped rooms for people with missing lower limbs, people in wheelchairs, etc.).
Thus, due to both objective and subjective reasons, the condition of persons with disabilities in the Zaporizhzhya region is extremely difficult, and assistance to such persons is unsatisfactory.
As for the condition of persons with disabilities in the occupied territories, it is terrible.
Thus, according to people who once left the occupied territories, many persons with disabilities and/or those with chronic diseases have practically no access to medical care and social services.
For example, people from the Melitopol district of the Zaporizhia region, in case of serious health complications, are forced to contact medical institutions in the city of Sevastopol (Autonomous Republic of Crimea) or directly on the territory of the Russian Federation. But such an appeal is not a guarantee of receiving assistance. Many people are turned away literally because of their advanced age and the "too expensive resources" that need to be spent on helping such people. There are persons with disabilities who need to undergo rehabilitation programs every six months, but after the invasion of the Russian Federation into Ukraine, this became impossible, replacing rehabilitation with medical treatment alone is ineffective. Thus, many people die simply because of lack of access to medical care.
There is also a problem with those people who refused to receive a passport of a citizen of the Russian Federation: there is no Russian passport - there are no rights, including to receive medical and other assistance and even to free movement between settlements.
Therefore, the provisions of Article 11 of the United Nations Convention "On the Rights of Persons with Disabilities" are partially implemented in the Zaporizhzhia region (under the control of the Government of Ukraine) in the city of Zaporizhzhia; in the territory not under the control of the Government of Ukraine - implementation by the state is impossible due to the lack of access to such territories.
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