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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be considered for the List of Issues

Committee against Torture

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the state report submitted to the Committee against Torture and on previous concluding observations of treaty bodies with respect to Uzbekistan.

UZBEKISTAN

Uzbekistan signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 27 February 2009.

Suggestions for list of issues:

· Are persons with disabilities and their representative organisations included in national strategies to prevent torture in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CRPD?
  
· What measures are being adopted to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, is based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned (and not substituted by third party decision-makers such as family members or guardians)? 
· What steps are being taken to ensure that violent and discriminatory practices against persons with disabilities in the medical setting, including deprivation of liberty and enforced administration of intrusive and irreversible treatments such as neuroleptic drugs and electroshock, are recognized as forms of torture and ill-treatment, in conformity with recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on Torture
?  What measures have been taken to prohibit and prevent such acts?
· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families? (see annex below for CRC Committee Concluding Observations)
· What steps are being taken to close down institutions for children and adults with disabilities and to eliminate all forms of discrimination and barriers that prevent persons with disabilities from living independently in their communities, including by providing access to needed support and by ensuring that mainstream services are accessible and available to persons with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial disabilities and persons with intellectual disabilities (in accordance with Article 19 of the CRPD)?  In particular, what steps have been taken to develop and ensure sufficient and quality community based housing and support services for persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities?

· What steps are taken to ensure that comprehensive measures are taken to address all forms of violence against women, including women and girls with disabilities and measures to ensure their access to redress and protection? Are services and information for victims made accessible to women and girls with disabilities? 
· What steps are being taken to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?

State report
Only available in Russian.

81. Фактов применения пыток или недозволенных методов обращений в от-ношении несовершеннолетних, представителей национальных меньшинств, ин-валидов, иностранцев или лиц без гражданства либо находящихся на принуди-тельном медицинском лечении зарегистрировано не было.

(unofficial translation: 81. There have been no facts of cases of torture or inhuman degrading treatment or forced medical treatment registered against teenagers, minority groups, persons with disabilities, foreign nationals, persons without citizenship.)
389. Нормы питания для осуждённых, установлены правительством и полно-стью обеспечиваются администрацией учреждения. Для осужденных, содержа-щихся в колониях всех видов, установлена единая основная норма питания.Для беременных женщин, кормящих матерей, больных находящихся в медицин-ских учреждениях КИН и тюрьме, инвалидов I и II групп, а также несовершен-нолетних осужденных, содержащихся в воспитательной колонии, установлены повышенные нормы питания.

(unofficial translation: 389. Nutritional standards for prisoners, extra food is provided for pregnant women, nursing mothers, patients who are in health facilities and in prison, disabled groups I and II (moderate and severe) as well as minors convicted and detained in juvenile correctional facility.)
393. Для реального обеспечения охраны здоровья осужденных на основе предложений Министерства здравоохранения и Министерства внутренних дел устанавливается специальный перечень медицинских ограничений по трудоис-пользованию осуждённых женщин, несовершеннолетних, инвалидов, престаре-лых, больных и т.п.

(unofficial translation: Ministry of Health and Ministry of Internal Affairs have adopted specialized regulations in relation to medical restrictions (restrictions on the basis of medical condition) on employment of women prisoners, teenagers, person with disabilities, elderly prisoners, and ill prisoners.)
ANNEX - References to persons with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Uzbekistan
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/UZB/CO/4, 2010
Vulnerable groups of women

40.
The Committee notes the very limited information and statistics available on vulnerable groups of women, including elderly women, women with disabilities and women discriminated against on the basis of their sexuality. The Committee is concerned that those women often suffer from multiple forms of discrimination, especially with regard to access to education, employment and health care, protection from violence and access to justice.

41.
The Committee requests the State party to provide, in its next report, a comprehensive picture of the de facto situation of vulnerable groups of women in all areas covered by the Convention and information on specific programmes and achievements.

Ratification of other treaties

51.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life.  The Committee therefore encourages the Government of Uzbekistan to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, that is, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/UZB/CO/1, 2006

D.  Principal subjects of concern

23.
The Committee is concerned that social assistance is insufficiently targeted in the State party, given the considerable number of individuals and families living in poverty and the conditions of access to social assistance by particularly vulnerable groups (single mothers, disabled persons, and refugees).  In this regard, the Committee takes note of the increasing powers of Makhallas (traditional citizens’ organizations) in allocating social assistance.

E.  Suggestions and recommendations

45.
The Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to reduce employment in the informal sector by adopting a National Employment Plan and strengthening programmes to reduce unemployment, targeting on a priority basis the most affected groups, including through the creation and stimulation of small and medium-sized enterprises, and the establishment of an obligatory quota for employment of disabled persons.  The Committee requests the State party to provide detailed information in its next periodic report on progress made in the field of employment stimulation.

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/UZB/CO/2 , 2006
Non-discrimination

22.
The Committee is also concerned at the prevailing disparities in the enjoyment of rights of children, in particular those belonging to the most vulnerable groups such as refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced children, children with disabilities, abandoned children and those living in institutions and in regions with socio-economic development problems. 

24.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Adopt specific anti-discrimination legislation, as also recommended by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination in its concluding observations adopted in April 2006 (CERD/C/UZB/CO/5, para. 9);

(b)
Take necessary measures to ensure that all children enjoy their rights and freedoms without de facto discrimination;

(c)
Ensure that the existing compulsory residence registration system (propiska) does not limit the rights and freedoms of children;

(d)
Undertake (all necessary) proactive measures to combat societal discrimination, in particular against girls, refugee and asylum-seeking and internally displaced children, children with disabilities, abandoned children and those living in institutions and in regions with socio-economic development problems through inter alia public education and awareness campaigns;

(e)
Launch a comprehensive public education campaign to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination;

(f)
Undertake training activities for local authorities, Mahalla Committees, judges, lawyers and law-enforcement personnel on international anti-discrimination standards.

Separation from parents and alternative care

38.
The Committee reiterates its concern that a high number of children, especially with disabilities, are abandoned or are otherwise deprived of a family environment.  The Committee also reiterates its concern that foster care or other forms of family-based alternative care are not yet sufficiently developed and available.  The Committee is also concerned at the high number of children in institutions, and that children are often placed in institutions due to parent’s lack of economic means or their migrating to other countries in pursuit of work.  The Committee is further concerned about the quality of care and living conditions of children placed in institutions.  The Committee also notes with concern the lack of effective mechanisms for children to communicate concerns and complaints about their placement in institutions, as well as the lack of follow-up measures to support children who leave institutional care. 

39.
The Committee urges the State party:

(a)
To adopt a comprehensive strategy and take effective measures to reduce and prevent the abandonment of children and the deprivation of their family environment, e.g. community programmes at local level, inter alia, those aiming at poverty reduction, services accessible to parents, training programmes for parents, parental guidance and counselling, and family mediation services;

(b)
To develop policies and procedures to ensure that children do receive, when necessary, adequate alternative care that fully respects the provisions of the Convention;

 (c)
To ensure that the implementation of the law on the Guarantees of the Rights of the Child respects the principles of the Convention in particular with regard to family environment, adoption, parental authority, legal guardianship, foster placement, placement in institutions;

(d)
To take measures to increase and strengthen foster care, in particular family-type foster homes and other family-based alternative care, and to place children in institutions only as a last resort;

(e)
To ensure that the decisions to place children in institutions be for a certain period of time and examined periodically to evaluate the possibility that the child might be reintegrated into his/her family or identifying an adoptive family;   

(f)
To take all necessary measures to ensure that children are placed in institutions only as a last resort, and that they enjoy all rights of the Convention and in particular receive appropriate protection, education and health care, and that the living conditions in institutions are of the highest standard and regularly monitored;

(g)
To strengthen complaints mechanisms for children in institutions to ensure that they deal with complaints of ill-treatment effectively and in a child-sensitive manner.

Children with disabilities

46.
The Committee is concerned that children with disabilities remain disadvantaged in the enjoyment of their rights guaranteed by the Convention, and are not fully integrated into the education system as well as into recreational or cultural activities.

 47.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Review all policies affecting children with disabilities to ensure they meet the needs of children with disabilities and are in accordance with the Convention and the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 20 December 1993 (A/RES/48/96);

(b)
Ensure that children with disabilities may exercise their rights to education and facilitate their inclusion in the mainstream education system;

(c)
Increase the human and financial resources allocated to mainstream education and services for children with disabilities, and when necessary, increase the human and financial resources allocated to special education for children with disabilities;

(d)
Promote greater integration of children with disabilities into recreational and cultural activities;

(e)
Pursue efforts to avoid the marginalization and exclusion of children with disabilities.

�Article 4(3) : In the development and implementation of legislation and policies to implement the present Convention, and in other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, States Parties shall closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations.


� “the administration in detention and psychiatric institutions of drugs, including neuroleptics that cause trembling, shivering and contractions and make the subject apathetic and dull his or her intelligence has been recognised as a form of torture.” ; “The Special Rapporteur is concerned that in many cases such practices, when perpetrated against persons with disabilities, remain invisible or are being justified, and are not recognized as torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.” Report of Special Rapporteur on Torture, 28 July 2008, A/63/175, para 41; see also paras 38, 40, 47, 49, 61-63)





1

