Opening Statement for the 31 session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, on  23 august 2024 on the combined 2nd and 3rd periodic reports 
Ms Chairperson, honorable members of the Committe on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,  Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen
On behalf of the government of the Faroe Islands I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the opportunity to address the honorable Committee alongside the 5 designated delegates representing government authorities of the Faroe Islands and fellow collegues from Greenland and Denmark 
We look forward to today’s session and hope to be able to inform further on the measures taken to secure the rights of persons with disabilities since we handed in the report in 2020. But also to address ongoing challenges and to learn.
Democracy, human rights, and transparency are fundamental pillars of the Faroe Islands as a self-governing country with separate jurisdiction and founded on the rule of law and a rules based order approach to engagement in international cooperation. To date the Parliament of the Faroe Islands – probably the oldest in the world – has ratified seven UN treaties on human rights which are fully recognised as a fundamental point of reference and a widely applicable instrument in daily administration where we work to ensure that the spirit and fundamental principles of human rights are incorporated as an integral part of any framework of law, legislative process, policy and action plan. 
The ratification of the CRPD in 2009 sparked the development of administrative measures and operative initiatives to improve the welfare of persons with disabilities in our society. On the back of the new legislative framework on welfare introduced in 2020 this spring saw the adoption of the Parliamentary Act on Social Security and Services and the Parliamentary Act on Coercion and Other Interventions in Autonomy and the Disability Ombud Act which is an independent Monitoring Mechanism set up in line with the Paris Principles and on the basis of a statutory remit to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities. We have reached a mile stone and possibly a game changer too. By all means the above instruments mark a shift where the protection of legal rights of persons with disabilities have been fundamentally improved as we establish the specific rights of persons with disabilities to live independently on equal terms with all residents of the Faroe Islands. 
The protection and rights of our weakest members of society also underly the priority of the present government to set up the Ministry for children and education which in due course will follow suit with an (ambitious) Children’s Act with detailed provisions stipulating the rights of all children. 
The Faroe Islands are one of the most digitally well connected societies in the world. Digital accessibility and inclusion for persons with disabilities is a matter of course and highest priority. It has improved significantly but we recognise the need to step up at a much greater pace and work to that end. And I am confident that we will overcome present obstacles in the same way as hithherto. As government we are not alone. The general awareness of rights and disabilities is high and driven by a continuous public dialogue and engagement by a vibrant civil society of competent advocates and organisations. As government we recognise their significant contribution and take on board in a formalised and regulated consultative process. And let me acknowledge with appreciation the presence by the three advocates from the Faroe Islands’ umbrella organisation for the promotion of rights of people with disabilities. 
This year we celebrate a 15 year anniversary and we have come a long way but we are acutely aware that we are not there yet, that we could have better and more. The Faroe Islands have accepted the
recommendation to establish a human rights instrument in accordance with the Paris Principles but it is still outstanding. But still on the table. As they say “one size does not fit all” and the aim is to find the most feasible and appropriate instrument that accommodates and fits the make up of the Faroe Islands – as, we hope, will be exemplified by the brand new Disability Ombud when it takes of as of January 2025. We work in incremental steps and are eager to find out if it stands the test of time in the coming years and can serve as a model for the overall mechanism  and have other feasible solutions for the establishment of a human rights institutions for the Faroe Islands
  


