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UNICEF Statement

Madam Chair, dear members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen.

I am happy to see all of you again today in this new year, an important year for child rights as was said, as we commemorate the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention.

In 30 years, much has changed for children, and in another 30 years, things will continue to change in unforeseeable ways. Global trends, like technological advancements, environmental change, protracted conflict and mass migration are changing childhood rapidly. Today’s children face new threats to their rights, but also have new opportunities to realize their rights. 

Looking ahead to the future of childhood, we see 2019 as the opportunity to reiterate the commitment to fulfil the rights of every child, now and for generations to come.  The 30th anniversary of the CRC also gives us an opportunity to advance the Sustainable Development Goals, as the realization of children’s rights and the implementation of Agenda 2030 are inextricably linked. 

With a resolution of the Third Committee of the General Assembly adopted on 20 November last year, Member States are leading the CRC anniversary efforts and reaffirming their commitment to it. UNICEF is partnering with them, UN agencies, young people, faith-based organizations, the private sector and civil society to promote a future-focused action-oriented agenda – creating a platform to advocate for meaningful policy change and offering concrete solutions at global, regional and national levels to realize children’s rights everywhere. 

At country level, UNICEF offices are engaging with national/local governments and partners to organize special events and mobilize actions for and with children and young people. Many Country Offices and National Committees have already started organizing campaigns around the anniversary or convening national (or local) summits for children. Each country will use this opportunity to accelerate progress on specific priority national child rights issues in their specific contexts.

Children and youth will be enabled to participate directly in advocating for their own rights and the rights of other children throughout the year, to inform policy advocacy through their insights into the threats and opportunities for future childhoods and become active agents for change in their own societies. Existing participation platforms will be used and all partners interested to join and contribute are welcome to. 

Last week, the President of the GA has appointed Bulgaria and Pakistan as co-facilitators to lead the development of a modality resolution that will establish the format of the official UN celebrations. One suggestion on the table at the moment, as I already mentioned in this same forum in September, is a two-pronged approach, with a high-level event with heads of States during the HLPF at the GA in September on the one hand and a global commemoration on the 20th of November connecting national events and including a strong child participation focus on the other hand. We also suggest a global pledge to be formally endorsed by heads of States during the September event. 

We look forward to working closely with the working group of the Committee and other partners such as the ‘Association 30 ans de droits de l’enfant’, Child Rights Connect and OHCHR in this respect throughout the year, starting as soon as the modality resolution is finalized, hopefully by the end of February. 

Rapidly before concluding, here are some updates on other fronts that may be of interest.  

First: we are in the final stages of completing the documentation of lessons learned in engaging with human rights mechanisms, including the CRC Committee, and are anticipating a launch in the Spring. As many of you know, it has been difficult to identify examples where engagement clearly contributed to a measurable impact on the lives of children. While we remain convinced that the treaty bodies and the UPR do have an impact, we also think that, collectively, we should become better at demonstrating it, using measurable indicators. This is also an area where we would be interested to continue working together. 

Second: following the recent adoption of two Global Compacts on Refugees and Migration, we also want to take the opportunity of this opening to reiterate our commitment to ensure the rights of refugee, migrant and other displaced children, wherever they are and regardless of their legal status. The genuine implementation of the two Compacts will be an important contribution to fulfilling the promise of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

And finally, we of course look forward to continuing supporting the work of the Committee by submitting alternative reports, participating in the pre-sessions and sessions, supporting Governments and civil societies with their own submissions and systematically incorporating the implementation of the Committee’s concluding observations in our programmes. 

Thank you. 
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