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Concluding Remarks by

H.E. Mr. Ahmed Usham
Attorney General of the Republic of Maldives

Head of Delegation at the Review of Maldives’ Initial Report under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

20 August 2025

Madam Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As we reach the conclusion of this constructive dialogue, the Government of Maldives extends its sincere gratitude to the distinguished members of the Committee and the taskforce for their invaluable observations and guidance. This exchange has offered us critical insights as we continue our efforts to strengthen the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities in the Maldives.

We recognise that challenges remain. Nevertheless, we remain firmly committed to removing barriers, building inclusive systems, and to ensuring that persons with disabilities can live with dignity, autonomy, and full participation in every aspect of life.

In recent years, inclusivity has been firmly embedded into our national policies and programmes. We no longer regard disability as an isolated issue, but as an essential dimension of education, health, employment, and social protection. Our newly developed National Action Plan on Disability Inclusion will serve as the guiding framework to take these commitments forward paving the way for systemic change, measurable progress, and greater accountability.

We will provide written responses to the questions deferred at today’s session within the designated timeframe. We assure you that the recommendations we receive following today’s review will be taken into consideration in our journey ahead. The Maldives National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow-up will play a central role in monitoring progress and ensuring effective implementation.

Madam Chair, Distinguished Members, 

We are deeply conscious that there is room for improvement. What matters most is decisive action that translates recommendations into reality, and aspirations into lived experiences. The Government of Maldives is committed to carrying this momentum forward, ensuring that policies are implemented, resources are mobilised, and communities are empowered.

The Maldives stands firm in its commitment to the Convention. We will approach the recommendations of this Committee in a spirit of openness, partnership, and accountability. In doing so, we aim not only to strengthen our national systems, but also to foster a society that truly embraces diversity, values the contribution of persons with disabilities, and recognises that their full participation enriches us all.


On behalf of the Government of Maldives, I once again extend our heartfelt gratitude for this constructive engagement, and we look forward to working closely with the Committee in pursuit of our shared vision of a just, inclusive, and equitable society for all.

And before I close, on a personal note, let me extend my deepest appreciation to the team present here at this hall and those watching at home for their hard work in preparing the report, the responses and for the review. 

I thank you.
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