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To:	The Committee on the Rights of the Child

From:	Föreningen Vårdnad Boende Umgänge i Sverige
	Chairman Matts Hertsberg
Email	matts.hertsberg@vardnad.se
Tel.	+46-706-953465

Regarding:	CSO Sweden response with regards to  92nd Session (16 January 2023 - 3 February 2023) of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child


Dear Madam / Sir,

Föreningen Vårdnad Boende Umgänge in Sverige (VBU) hereby highlights obstacles related to the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in Sweden and its practical implications. 

With regards to our previous letter to the Committee dated 15 June 2020, attached, we conclude that very little has changed in the areas we then commented. The situation for children who are subject to psychological violence is very serious and particularly so when the perpetrator is a parent or close relative. 

The Swedish government has not taken any special measures to protect children who are victims of psychological abuse. The nature of psychological abuse is complicated and is in many cases hard to detect and even harder to prove. For this very reason it should be a priority, but it is not. The topic is consistently avoided in government reports when it rightfully should have been on the agenda. Children subject to domestic psychological violence are defenceless and in an extreme harmful situation. 

The “Family law and parental support authority” suggested areas for research and development to the Government on 30 October 2019. Parental alienation was one topic but has been disregarded to date.  On 23 November 2022 a member of parliament, Mr. Runar Filper, filed a petition 2022/23:2250 with the intent to make changes to prevent children from being exposed to psychological abuse, we hope it will be well received and provide children with more and better protection.

COMMENTS TO THE SWEDISH GOVERMENTS REPLY TO THE CRC

With reference to Combined sixth and seventh periodic reports submitted by Sweden under article 44 of the Convention, due in 2021 we share the following observations for the listed items:

24	Psychological violence has been left out and is not mentioned although it is in many cases much more harmful than physical violence.

40	Our organisation is, with a few exceptions, not aware of any court cases that refer to the Convention. There are no methods in the Swedish system that systematically evaluate and verify that the child can express its own views.

42	The awareness and knowledge of the general comments for each of the articles in the Convention is very poor amongst legal authorities and social workers. The BO has hardly mentioned the existence of the general comments in its programmes to provide information about the Convention and even less so taken them into account. Without further knowledge of the general comments the application in individual cases may not take the child’s best interest into account as intended by the Convention.

43	It is a big disadvantage that no independent body, as recommended by the Counsel on Legislation, has been instituted in Sweden for the interpretation and adoption of the Convention. We hardly find any court cases involving custody where the decisions have been made under the guidance of the Convention. We disagree that Sweden conforms to the Convention and strongly oppose the way it has been adopted. Our impression is that the Convention has been partially adopted to suit Swedish law and regulations. In Sweden most agencies consider that Swedish law supersedes the Convention when it should be the other way around. Clearly there is a lack of information and a disagreement that the Convention supersedes national law.

46	The differences in adoption of the Convention between municipalities is not acceptable, national standards and regulations guided by the Convention should be implemented. Today children face different standards in different municipalities due to lack of national standards.

54	Brå (The Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention) does not measure psychological violence against children. No person has ever been convicted of psychological violence against children in Sweden. In practice we do not think psychological violence against children is criminalized in Sweden.

55	The study will fall short since it does not include psychological violence to children, such as parental alienation. 

129	All actions so far have targeted instances where children are exposed to physical violence or witness physical violence. Prevention of psychological violence against children is not included.

165	We think it is very important that the child has the right to express its own free will and its own thoughts. However as stipulated in article 12 and general comments 19, 20 and 22, the State must ensure that the views expressed are the child’s own. Sweden has no scientific and systematic approach or standard to safeguard and ensure that the child can express its own views and has not been manipulated. According to a report from “Domstolsverket” (The Court Administration of Sweden) as many as 28% of the children have been manipulated or under influence of one parent in court. There are no specific actions under way in Sweden to prevent this from happening.

166	There is no national standard in Sweden how to evaluate a child’s situation. Municipalities work independently and each case worker sets their own standard. There are no uniform national checklists nor reviews by an independent body of cases or case workers to evaluate the quality of the work. Many different authorities provide guidance and recommendations, but the municipalities are autonomous and make their own decisions. Sweden has 290 municipalities. When a municipality fails to follow the Convention there are no sanctions.





SUMMARY

In general, considering the lifelong damage that can result from psychological violence, there are very few resources allocated to detect and prevent psychological violence nor heal the victims.

Sweden places great importance to the will of the child but there is next to nil efforts or systems in place
to determine and establish if a child can express its own free will. When needed in questionable
cases there are no mechanisms in place to ensure that relevant professionals are available to make these assessments. The problem is compounded as there is an extreme shortage of adequately and trained personnel. 

We estimate that every year 2,000 – 3,000 children are victims of parental alienation in Sweden.
Despite the evidence that shows how badly these children are affected the Swedish Government has turned a “blind eye” to the problem.

Your Sincerely


Matts Hertsberg
Chairman of the Board
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