
 

 

 

The Institute of Analysis and Forecasting of the Eastern Kazakhstan Region 

Questionnaire on the Subject: Extent of Spread and Effect of Destructive 

Religious Groups in the Eastern Kazakhstan Region 

District_________________ 

No_____________________ 

Interviewer_______________ 

 

Greetings! We ask you to take part in the sociological research conducted by the 

Institute of Analysis and Forecasting of the Eastern Kazakhstan Region on the subject: 

“Extent of Spread and Effect of Destructive Religious Groups in the Eastern 

Kazakhstan Region”. Confidentiality of your opinion is guaranteed. At the processing 

of the questionnaire, the obtained results will be used in a generalized form. In order to 

fill out the questionnaire, you need to select and circle one of the options, in some 

cases several. If none of the suggested options fits you, you can write your own option 

in the category “Other”.   

1. What is your attitude to religion? (Select one of the options) 

1. I believe in God, regularly go to mosque or church, strictly adhere to religious 

commands and ceremonies  

2. I believe in God, but I rarely participate in religious practices, limiting myself to 

feasts and some rites  

3. I believe in the Almighty, but I don’t identify myself with any religious group  

4. I don’t believe in God, do not participate in religious practices but respect 

religious feelings of others (go to question 6) 

5. I don’t believe in God, I am an atheist, opponent of religion, I think people don’t 

need religion (go to question 6) 

6. I am an agnostic/do not know if there is God (go to question 6) 

7. Other (specify) ______________________ ___ 

8. I refuse to answer 

2. What religion do you profess? 

1. Traditional Islam (Sunnism of Hanifi mazhab) 

2. Other directions of Islam (specify) ________________________________   

3. Orthodox Christianity 

4. Catholicism  

5. Protestantism (specify the direction) __________________________   ___  

6. Judaism 

7. Other (specify) ________________________________________________  

8. Find difficulty in replying 



3. Please, mark what does the religion you profess forbid? 

1. ... To get education/profession (specify which and why) ______________  

2. …To provide myself/family with material means (specify which and 

why)________ 

3. …To associate/maintain relations with neighbors (specify who and 

why)________ 

4. …To marry the representatives of another religion (specify which and 

why)________ 

5. …To watch TV channels (specify which and why)________ 

6. …To read newspapers/magazines (specify which and why)________ 

7. …To listen to radio stations (specify which and why)________ 

8. …To read books (specify which and why)________ 

9. …To speak the native language (Kazakh, Russian etc.) (specify which and 

why)________ 

10. …To observe traditions and customs of my nation (specify which and 

why)________ 

11. …To eat national dishes (specify which and why)________ 

12. …To listen to music (specify which and why)________ 

13. …To carry out Constitutional obligations (military service etc.) (specify which 

and why)________ 

14. …To get medical services (immunization, blood transfusion etc.) (specify 

which and why)________ 

15. …To participate in public activities (community work day, elections, concerts 

etc.) (specify which and why)________ 

16. …To attend places of entertainment (circus, theater etc.) (specify which and 

why)________ 

17. …To get state services and benefits (specify which and why)________ 

18. …To celebrate public holidays (Kazakhstan Independence Day, New Year 

etc.) (specify which and why)________ 

19. Other (specify)________ 

20. The religion I profess does not forbid anything of the above-stated 

4. Do you admit the possibility of adopting another religion? (Select only one of the 

options) 

1. No, by no means  

2. Possibly, under certain circumstances (specify which) ________________  

3. Yes, I am thinking of it (specify the reason, your religion and adopting what 

religion you are thinking of) 

4. Yes, I have already changed religion (specify the reason, what religion you 

have changed and what have adopted) 

5. Other (specify) ____________  

6. Find difficulty in replying 



5. If you have children, do you teach them about your religion? (Select all adequate 

options) 

1. Yes, I take my children to mosque/church/other religious institution  

2. Yes, I read for my children/children read sacred writings themselves  

3. Yes, I personally explain to my children the canons of my religion  

4. Yes, I take my children to madrasah/Sunday school or other religious 

educational institution  

5. Other (specify) ____________________________________________  

6. No 

7. Find difficulty in replying 

8. I don’t have any children  

6. Please, describe your relations with people of various confessions: 

1. On friendly terms, I respect religious traditions of other people  

2. Neutral, if there are any problems, they are not because of one’s membership in a 

religion  

3. I do not associate with people professing another religion, I have conflicts with 

them  

4. Other (specify) ________________________________________________  

5. Find difficulty in replying 

7. Please, specify, the preachers (activists, missionaries) of what religious groups 

and occult teachings non-traditional for Kazakhstan have you meet in your locality 

during the last 3 months: (Select all adequate options) 

1. Wahabis (Salafi) 

2. Tablighi Jamaat (daguatshylar) 

3. Takfiri 

4. “Elle ayat” (Farkhat ata) 

5. “Ata zholy” (“Ak zhol”) 

6. “Senіm. Bіlіm. Omіr” – “Faith.Knowledge.Life”  

7. Society for Krishna Consciousness  

8.  Jehovah’s Witnesses 

9. Church of the Christians of Seventh-Day Adventist  

10. Church of Scientology (“Dianetics”, “Narconon”, “Performia”) 

11. “The Union of Evangelical Baptist Christian Churches”, 

12. The Presbyterian Church “Aliya”, “Grace”, “Blagodat”  

13. The Pentecostal church “New Life”  

14. The Evangelical Christian Church “Light to the World”  

15. Other (specify the name of organizations, how these preachers looked like) 

16. _____ 

17. I have met none of the above-stated  



8. What is your general attitude to religious groups non-traditional for 

Kazakhstan? 

1. Positive 

2. Mainly positive 

3. Neutral 

4. Mainly negative 

5. Negative   

6. I know nothing about them 

9. Do you think religious groups non-traditional for Kazakhstan pose any security 

threat to our country and its citizens? 

1. Yes 2. No ► GO TO QUESTION 11  

If yes, specify which? (Select all adequate options) 

1. Fomentation of hatred between people of various religious beliefs  

2. Threat to political system and secular arrangement of the state  

3. Change of a person’s conscience and his turning into aggressive radical fanatic  

4. Disbalance of social stability in the country by means of gaining material values 

and money from the population  

5. Wrecking of personality and family  

6. Dissemination of extremist and radical ideologies  

7. Other (specify)_________________________  

10. The activity of which religious groups non-traditional for Kazakhstan do you 

think poses most threat to the country and society? (Select one of the options) 

1. Traditional Islam (Wahabis, Tablighi Jamaat and others) 

2. Non-traditional Christianity  

3. Occult and mystic groups (“Elle ayat” (Farkhat ata), “Ata zholy” (Ak zhol) 

4. Other religious groups (specify which) _____________________  

5. Find difficulty in replying 

11. Are there people among your associates who are the members of any religious 

group non-traditional for Kazakhstan? (Select all adequate options) 

1. Yes, I myself am a member of a religious group  

2. A member or members of my family are the members of a religious group  

3. My relatives are the members of a religious group 

4. My acquaintances are the members of a religious group  

5. No, there are nobody among my associates who are the members of religious 

groups  

6. Find difficulty in replying 

12. If you, your relatives or friends fell under the influence of religious groups 



non-traditional for Kazakhstan, please, name these groups:___________________ 

13. What do you think is appealing for people in religious groups non-traditional 

for Kazakhstan? (Select all adequate options) 

1. Way of religious service  

2. Values preached by this religions  

3. Possibility to get cured of serious illnesses, addictions  

4. Opportunity to learn a foreign language or get special education for free  

5. Opportunity to fulfill oneself, to become a leader, to make one’s life successful, 

to learn how to subordinate people  

6. Opportunity to get moral support  

7. Use of material incentives  

8. Propensity to the mystics/supernatural  

9. Protest against existing system in the society and government  

10. Other (specify) ___________________________________  

11. Nothing is appealing  

12. Find difficulty in replying 

14. What do you think, which groups of population do the representative of religious 

groups non-traditional for Kazakhstan most often try to win over?(Select all 

adequate options) 

1. Well-off people  

2. Influential government officials  

3. Celebrities 

4. Unemployed, people having financial problems  

5. Youth 

6. Pensioners 

7. Migrants, refugees  

8. People opposed to existing political system in the country  

9. Pious people  

10. Rural citizens  

11. City dwellers 

12. People in difficult life situation: those who are sick/have lost a loved one  

13. Lonely, those who find it difficult to adapt to the society  

14. People who are in quest for spiritual, seeking “the absolute truth” (simple and 

definite answers to difficult questions) 

15. People having artistic mind, disposed to fantasy  

16. Other (specify) ___________________________________  __  _________  

17. Find difficulty in replying 

15. How do the preachers/activists of religious groups non-traditional for 

Kazakhstan attract people to their organizations in your locality? (Select all 

adequate options) 



1. They start a conversation with people in public places, for example, on the 

streets, in parks, on bus stops  

2. They distribute literature about their religion  

3. They visit people at their work places, educational institutions  

4. They go from house to house  

5. They call on the phone, intercom  

6. They send letters by regular mail and e-mail  

7. They talk to people in places of worship, for example, in mosques, churches  

8. They Invite people to attend events that outwardly are not connected with 

religion (language courses, trips to the countryside, charitable dinners), where 

they attempt to win people over  

9. They invite to their meetings, to the places where they officially hold the 

meetings  

10. Other (specify) ____________   

11. They do not attract people to their organization in our locality  

12. I do not know 

16.  What will you do if your relative falls under the influence of a religious group 

non-traditional for Kazakhstan and associate with their representatives? (Select all 

adequate options) 

1. I will encourage his association with the representatives of such group  

2. I will go to a meeting of this organization in order to understand the situation 

3. I will actively explain to him the harm of such organizations  

4. I will prohibit him to participate in this  

5. I will go to law enforcement authority  

6. I will go to the local authorities  

7. I will go to the mass media  

8. I will go to non-governmental organizations that help people who joined a sect  

9. I will call the “Hot line-114” 

10. I will call the regional service “Help line 252997” 

11. I will not do anything, this is his choice  

12. Other (specify) __________________________________________  

13. Find difficulty in replying 

17.  What do you think, what reasons contribute to the spread of religious groups 

non-traditional for Kazakhstan: (Select not more than 5 options) 

1. Unemployment 

2. Absence of social justice  

3. Low standard of living  

4. Absence of prospects and confidence in future  

5. Inaccessibility of quality education  

6. Low level of religious and legal literacy  



7. Moral degradation of society and low cultural level of the population  

8. Growth of crime, drug addiction  

9. Use of religion for political purposes 

10. Liberal religious legislation  

11. Corruption 

12. Activity of foreign missionaries  

13. Intervention of foreign states and international organizations  

14. Other (specify) ________________________________   

15. Find difficulty in replying 

18. Which of the descriptions given below suits you most: (Select only one of the 

options) 

1. I am completely informed of the state policy in the religious sphere  

2. I have only a general idea of the state policy in the religious sphere 

3. I know nothing about the state policy in the religious sphere  

4. I am not interested in this  

5. Find difficulty in replying 

19. From which sources do you get information about the state policy in the 

religious sphere? (Select all adequate options) 

1. Mass media (newspapers/magazines, television, the radio) 

2. Public authorities (information propaganda groups on religious issues etc.) 

3. Official websites of the public authorities 

4. The Internet, websites other than official websites of the RK public authorities 

5. Relatives and friends  

6. Acquaintances, friends, colleagues  

7. Administration at the workplace  

8. Visual sources of information (banners, posters) 

9. Servants of my religious group  

10. Other (specify) _________________________________________  

11. Find difficulty in replying 

12. I am not interested in this  

20. What do you think of the state policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the 

sphere of the interfaith? 

1. The State provides all conditions so that people of various beliefs live in peace 

and harmony  

2. The State on its part does everything possible but the welfare depends on people  

3. The State does something so that people of various beliefs live in peace and 

harmony but it is not sufficient  

4. The State does nothing to ensure peace and harmony between people of various 

confessions  



5. The State’s actions aggravate the relationship of people of various confessions  

6. Other (specify) _________________________________________  ______  

7. Find difficulty in replying 

21. What changes would you suggest in the State’s policy with regard to the 

religious groups non-traditional for Kazakhstan? (Select all adequate options) 

1. To encourage their activity  

2. To lift restrictions on their activity  

3. To ban the training of religious leaders abroad  

4. To control their activity even more rigorously  

5. To ban their activity  

6. Other (specify) __________________________________________  ______  

7. Nothing should be changed, I agree with the pursued policy  

8. Find difficulty in replying 

22. Are you satisfied with the current political system in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan? 

1. I am completely satisfied with the RK political system  

2. I am not satisfied, I want Kazakhstan to become a theocratic (religious) state  

3. I am not satisfied because religious leaders interfere with the politics  

4. I don’t mind, what I want is normal life  

5. Other (specify) _____________________________________________  

6. Find difficulty in replying 

23. Are you afraid of terrorism when you visit the places of public gathering, for 

example, cinemas, squares during the feasts, railway stations etc..? 

1. Yes 

2. Rather yes 

3. Rather no 

4. No 

5. Find difficulty in replying 

24. What do you think, what reasons and conditions contribute to extremist and 

terrorist crimes, i.e. radicalism of Kazakhstan citizens? (Select all adequate 

options) 

1. Authority of leaders and activists of non-traditional religious groups  

2. Dissatisfaction with the current system  

3. Dissatisfaction with the activity of traditional priesthood  

4. Personal problems having effect on the society in whole (lack of money, 

unemployment, absence of prospects, education etc.) 

5. Increased piety of the population along with low quality of faith and religious 

literacy  



6. Other (specify) ________________________________________________  

7. There are no reasons and conditions that contribute to radicalism of Kazakhstan 

citizens  

8. Find difficulty in replying 

25. What do you think, what additional measures should the State undertake to 

ensure security in terms of terrorism in the places of public gathering? 

1. Examination of personal things of people visiting places of public gathering 

2. Provision of security officers at places of public gathering with special devices 

to scan prohibited items  

3. Increase of a number of police officers at the conduction of events, their regular 

watch at each cultural place visited by many people  

4. Surveillance in places of public gathering  

5. Other (specify) ______________________________________________  __  

6. Find difficulty in replying 

7. No additional measures should be undertaken. The State ensures people’s 

security  

26. Your gender: 

1. Male 

2. Female 

27. Your age: 

1. From 18 to 19 years  

2. From 20 to 29 years 

3. From 30 to 39 years 

4. From 40 to 49 years 

5. From 50 to 59 years 

6. From 60 to 65 years 

7. From 66 and older 
















