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 [seal/letterhead in Kazakh and Russian] 

AGENCY FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN 

010000, g. Astana, Yesil District, ul. Orynbor, d. 8, “Dom Ministerstv,” 15 podyezd 

Tel.: 8(7172) 74-02-16, Fax: 8(7172) 74-07-76 

Email: adr@din.gov.kz 

28 March 2013 No. 04-02-15/ZT-B-Z4 

To the Regional Religious Association 

“Christian Center of Jehovah's Witnesses” 

Regarding the conclusions of religious expert studies of 

several issues of the magazine The Watchtower and the 

need to carry out missionary activity within the bounds 

of legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

The Agency for Religious Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan has considered the letter sent by the 

Regional Religious Association “Christian Center of Jehovah's Witnesses” (RRA) to the Republic of 

Kazakhstan Ministry of Foreign Affairs dated 26 February 2012 No. 30, and informs you of the following. 

Regarding the negative expert conclusions on several issues of the magazine The Watchtower, a 

response to similar letters was sent to the RRA in letters No. 04-03-16/3622 dated 31 January 2013, No. 04-

02-15/377//ZT-B-732.1 dated 7 February 2013, and No. 04-02-15/353 dated 13 February 2013. 

Regarding the judicial decisions concerning adherents of the association of Jehovah's Witnesses 

carrying out illegal missionary activity, we note the following. 

In accordance with Article 77 of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Article 12 of the 

Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, in administering justice a judge is independent and 

subject only to the law and the Constitution. Any interference in the court’s administration of justice is 

impermissible and incurs accountability under law. 

Regarding preaching on the street, we note that according to Article 1.5 of the Law on Religious 

Activity and Religious Associations (“Law”), activity of citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan, foreigners, 

and stateless persons in the name of a religious association registered in the Republic of Kazakhstan, aimed 

at disseminating religious beliefs on the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan, constitutes missionary 

activity, which can be performed only after registration. Carrying out missionary activity without 

registration is prohibited. 

Additionally, according to Article 7.2 of the Law, religious services, religious rites, ceremonies, 

and/or meetings are freely performed (carried out) in buildings (structures) of worship and their designated 

territories, places of worship, institutions and premises of religious associations, cemeteries and crematoria, 

living premises, public catering facilities, if necessary, with observance of the rights and interests of persons 

residing nearby. In other instances, religious events are held according to the procedure established by 

legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

Furthermore, according to point 6.1.2 of the charters of 59 “Christian Community of Jehovah's 

Witnesses” local religious organizations and of the charter of the RRA “Christian Center of Jehovah's 

Witnesses,” the community (center) has the right “to freely hold religious services . . . carry out spiritual and 

evangelical service, disseminate its religious teachings in religious buildings . . . , and in other places 

following the procedure established by legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan.” 
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In this regard, we request that you educate the adherents of Jehovah's Witnesses regarding the need 

to observe the norms of current legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

Deputy Chairman [signature] M. Azilkhanov 










