Opening Statement by PR to CERD on 26th February, 2007

Mr. Chairman and distinguished Members of the Committee,


We welcome the keen interest shown by the Members of the Committee on the presentations made by our delegation on Friday.  We are gratified by the extent of participation by the Members of the Committee and appreciate their keen interest. We are particularly touched by the kind sentiments and warm words of appreciation for India expressed by many of the members.     A number of questions were raised, comments made and expectations expressed.   The distinguished members of our delegation wish to respond substantively and in detail.   This is indicative of our interest in open discussion and exchange of views.  

We have clustered together the comments and questions and the Solicitor General of India would make the first presentation.  He would be followed by Professor Dipankar Gupta, and he, in turn, will be followed by Mr. Manjeev Singh Puri.  We would then welcome any further comments and clarifications that the Members might have.  Thereafter, Dr. Sundeep Khanna will make his presentation.  We would request that all our statements made on 23rd February and those that would be made today should be taken on record and form part of the official proceedings. May I now call upon the Hon’ble Solicitor General of India, Mr. Goolam E. Vahanvati to make his presentation. 
