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Most Reverend Francis McRiernan
Bishop cof Rilmere

Bishop’s House £ eage
Cullies,

Cavan

IRELAND d

-

Dear Bishop McKiernman

When we met briefly at the celebrations for the Golden Jubilee of
Kilnacrott as a religious house, I was quite taken aback that vou

brushed me aside when I wished to discuss a matter with yvou which

concerns your jurisdiction as diocesan bishop, amely the state of
Rilnacrott as a religious house. While I respe¢t that you do not want
to interfere with the area cof jurisdiction of bot Smith (whom you

know, as you said, since common days in "St Patfqs"), it is a matter of

conscience Zor me to bring to you a matter which affects YOUR area of
jurisdiction, Forgive me for approaching you byl letter, but it is

important that the matter be well documented.

e

Ever since 1964 I hzve krown that a member of theF community, Fr




Brendan Smyth, is misbehaving - he ig molesting children who attend

2ingo sessions. Two of them Who are superfic 2lly known to me have
i
told me of their troubles. =+ 1. } o 4

—a& mztter to ¢he SCCention

Jurisdiction and that this ig »

Very serious matter, I was disappointed at yo telling me that you

did not wané¢

€O discuss this matter with a young Priest.

Should you wish to contact me zt a2ny time Tegarding this matter, T am

quite willing to be of assistance.

Yours in Christ,
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The Most Rev Gastaneo Alibran&i
Aichbishap of Binda ¢
Apostolic Nuncis to Ireland
The Apostoliec Nuncizature
Phoenix Park

Dublin

IRELAND
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approach vou

Tegarding the state ©f Kilnacrott Abbev as a rel gious house but alas

to no avail. I must say it was offsetting for m

that it would be

better if I were to study ian R

Whilst

I assure you

theological reésearch in German universities is ¢

One of the reasons T wished to speak to Jour Grac

Corruption and decadence that has set into Kilnacz

their Praemostratensi

well unctioning abbey. Chejisr Office leaves about

¥

desired these days, the Abbot has done ¢the medieval

Sut on the hunt and of course that is not aiil

€0 be told by vou
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gat the quality of
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"thing’ and been

5 theke is the case of a



Priest member of £he cemmunity (Fr Brendan Smyth) whose penchant for

abusing and molesting children is JO secret. his could cne fine day

bring disgrace on the house and the order, evern the diocese. 3But even

the diocesan bishop, Bishop McKiernan, was not willing to lend me =z=n

€2r. Therefore I azppeal to Your Grace to bring the mz=tter up with the

e, I am guite willing
Ii-aland again, for
our Grace’s attention

as a matter of conscience on my part.

With the expressin;: of my esteem and 211 kind Pexsonal regards, I

remain, Yours in Christ,




