By fax and by mail
(2509 0577)

The Hon Donald TSANG Yam-kuen, GBS, JP

Chief Executive of Hong Kong Special Administratiregion People’s Republic of China
5/F, Central Government Office

Main Wing, Lower Albert Road

Hong Kong

Dear Mr Tsang
A Children’s Commission for the present and futureof Hong Kong

Two years have passed since we first wrote to yefarb you delivered the first policy speech in
October 2005. Hong Kong has been going througtt aflchanges, ups and downs in the social,
economic and political aspects. We thank you andr ymlleagues for the dedicated efforts in
keeping the HKSAR as a competitive society. Newwdetss, we wish to see the same pace and
commitment of the government to cultivate a welaoménvironment for our next generation. We
are talking about our repeated calls for the sgttip of an effective Children’s Commission to
champion for the rights and needs of 1.3 millioddeken in Hong Kong, so as to embrace the best
international practices that have been advocatdtidoynited Nations with priority.

Before you will deliver the third policy speech @ctober 2007, we, the Alliance for Children’s
Commission once again seeks to represent the stéed a seemingly invisible group in the
community, our children. This letter is being capte the three Secretaries and 12 bureau chiefs of
your Cabinet, Central Policy Unit as well as alglstative Councilors of the HKSAR Government.

We particularly wish to draw your attention to tetion “That this Council urges the Government
to set up a Commission on Children to fulfill thieligations under the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child, safeguard the well-gewf children, and ensure that children’s

perspectives are fully taken into account in thecpss of formulating government policies” that

was being passed by the Legislative Council onré& 2007 with unanimous votes from all the

attending legislators. More than 20 legislatorssrvarious political parties spoke to support the
motion® We believe the signal was clear and strong endaghraw necessary attention from the

HKSAR Government.

! Minutes of the Legislative Council Meeting on $1@2007, page 478-521
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr06-07/chinese/counmtgdflcm0608-confirm-ec.pdf




In your 2006 policy speech, you proposed to setupamily Commission and emphasized that
family harmony is the foundation of social harmowe believe you would address this issue again
in your coming policy speech after one year’s sthygyhe Steering Committee on Study of Family
Commission. We have no reservation that cheristhegfamily is a core value of our community
and family harmony is crucial to the harmony of sloeiety. However, we wish to stress that Family
Commission and Children’s Commission could notdydaced or overshadowed with one another,
at the same time, they are not mutually excludtaeh of them has its specific functions. We agree
that children are also members of a family, howetheir needs are unique because of their less
mature physical and mental development. They needia attention and care! For every new
policy introduced, a family impact assessment wilfely bring out different issues from a child
impact assessment. We risk submerging the voitieeothild with other louder voices and interests
of the more senior members of the family. We beian effective Children’'s Commission will put
the interests of children in focus and will impraheir well being in all areas.

Support for such a Children’s Commission has besmwigg in recent years among NGOSs,
academics, professionals and children themselves. a4 the Third Party, have used various
platforms to negotiate with the Government for mitv@n a decade in the most logical and sensible
ways by generating studfeddrawing overseas references and consolidatingsvieom children
and professionals of various sectors. We would drg tappy to partner with the government to
discuss, explore and invest our resources to nfak€ommission come true.

As you have begun to solicit views from the commyubiefore your third policy speech to shape
policy direction for the HKSAR, we would like tokim this opportunity to invite you and your

colleagues for a meeting to discuss on the isstecttl. For your better understanding of our
position, attached please find our joint statentkat has received wide support in the community.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitatentact us through Ms Billy Wong of the Hong

Kong Committee on Children’s Rights at 2324 9788kucr8@childrenrights.org.ho contact us.

We are looking forward to hearing from you.

This letter is co-signed by the organizations amdfgssional groups that have committed to
promote the establishment of a Children’s CommisgicHong Kong.

Alliance for Children’s Commission
27 August 2007

% A Children's Commission for Hong Kong — ShapingRheure published in December 2006
http://www.childrenrights.org.hk/A_Full_report.pdf




ALLIANCE FOR CHILDREN'S COMMISSION
FHRILREEHZ GRS

The Alliance for Children’'s Commission is formed by25 agencies and professional groups,
which have committed themselves to promote the estiishment of a Children’s Commission
in Hong Kong. They include:

FHUKIL R E S Z B R 25 (EAH8 & BEEERSAH A AKeE BB E &R RO " E S
BZEEE > M

Against Child Abuselifj 1 ERF L E S

Center for Child Development, Hong Kong Baptist \miity 535 @ A2 B S BT 0,
Children Rights Associatiorsd 2 FI| B L &

Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong — Hin Keng Centi& & 3 B S 547 & - B R
Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong — Tsuen Wan Cenfigi: i F B 3 5 F & - 208 Erpn
Dr Fernando Cheung’s officer A& iEB I i ErR

Dr Kwok Ka Ki's office T A& Z0F i B E R

ELCHK — Grace Rehabilitation ServicBEZ & =%k e — KEEERS

ELCHK — Uncle Long Legs’ Letter Bod:E HHBEHRE — RIBAEUEHE

The Hong Kong Childhood Injury Prevention and Resie@ssociationd i 5t 522 & (R e
Hong Kong College of Paediatriciafy & 5 f:l B2 £ 57

Hong Kong Committee for UNICER: &5 5t &R 4

Hong Kong Committee on Children’s Right& &5l EHEF|Z E &

Hong Kong Council of Early Childhood Education ®etvices & 44 5 20 & K RSBt e
Hong Kong Down Syndrome Associatioh i (¢ 47 S E e

Hong Kong Human Rights Monitof & A fEBL 22

229" Hong Kong Scout Groups i & 8 229k

Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Childrefi: (% 5l 2 &r

Kids’ Dream #2264

Playright Children’s Play Associatiofiy 4% 5 2 fiF & {7 &

Society for Community Organizatiofs &t &40 4k &

Suen Mei Speech & Hearing CentegZE:E S K I8 3l &f H0s

The Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Korgi#s/NERf s &

The Hong Kong Council of Social Servicg w1 & i 755 B
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