










18.  We have yet to receive any support towards the study, design, and build of a 
new water treatment plant.  We are told that we will not receive a response to our 
request for this support until April.  We are told by the government that the soonest 
we could have a new water treatment plant is 5-10 years from now if we begin on 
the necessary studies immediately. 

 

 

VIOLATIONS OF RIGHTS 

In our view, the actions of the federal and provincial governments outlined above 
represent a serious, ongoing violation of rights protected under the Covenant, 
including: 

 the right to self-determination, the right to sovereignty over our natural 
resources and the right not to be deprived of our means of subsistence 
(Article 1);  

 the prohibition against racial discrimination (Article 2);  
 the right to earn a living (Article 6);  
 the right to an adequate standard of living, including the right to food 

(Article 11);  
 the right to health (Article 12);  
 and the right to culture and the benefits of scientific progress (Article 15).  

Given that the rationales given for the denial of our rights have always related to 
costs – the cost of providing redress or the cost of not logging our lands – we believe 
that the actions of governments in Canada are also in violation of the requirement of 
Article 2 that each state must take steps “to the maximum of its available resources, 
with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in 
the present Covenant.” 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

In its upcoming Committee review of Canada, Grassy Narrows encourages the 
Committee to ask the State party questions and to make recommendations about 
the following:  

 

 A plan and timeline for remediating the 9,000 kg of mercury that was 
dumped in our river following the recommendations of leading independent 
scientists in that field.  

  








